CHESHIRE COUNTY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

Chairman’s Report for 2003

The past year has seen the County Association continue the direction established by Bob Lynch, the previous Chairman who stepped down at the AGM in February 2003.

We have run our championships effectively with entries maintained overall at the previous year’s levels. However there are decreases in some age groups giving rise to concerns, which also exist nationwide.  The County has participated in Inter-county events in Track & Field (although the Northern event which was not held has been sorely missed), Cross Country, Road Running and Fell Running (where the Cheshire Men’s team achieved its highest ever position).  A number of Cheshire athletes have successfully gained selection to represent Northern and National teams.  All have these have been documented in an expanded Cheshire Newsletter, but I do feel we should mention the exploits of one Junior athlete - Karrie Hawitt of Warrington who won the World Junior Mountain Running Championship in Alaska last September.  Probably the least recognised World Champion in British Athletics.  A presentation was made to Karrie by the County Association to commemorate this achievement.  Our thanks also go to Spectrum Striders who acted as hosts and local organisers for the North of England 6 and 4 stage road relays last September.

One addition to the competitive structure has been the Road Running Grand Prix established by Adrian Thiemicke and enthusiastically supported by most of the Cheshire Road Running clubs.  Using established road races in Cheshire, an inter club team competition was devised for 6 chosen races, with the best male and female club expecting a trip to the Robin Hood ½ marathon in September to compete against winning clubs from other counties.  Unfortunately UK Athletics who had originally instigated the idea, withdrew their involvement with this event and it was a last minute rescue that enabled teams to take part. 

Thanks to the drive of Bob Lynch we have held another 3 successful Health & Safety Workshops for Track & Field during the year.  Although primarily designed for Track & Field Officials, the workshops were opened up to Coaches and others.  The final one in September was held in conjunction with the Cheshire Schools AA and was well attended.  In total over 100 persons have now been to these workshops which are designed to achieve safe practice in training and competition.

A number of Cheshire Clubs have been involved in the Active Sport programme which is designed to encourage more young persons to participate in athletics.  This has had its difficulties, but events are now beginning to take place in different parts of the County.  With the departure of Alison Wyeth, the NW Regional Development Co-ordinator, to become Head of Development for England, the impetus of her work has halted while Jeremy Harries, her replacement, becomes established.  I am sure all those who became involved with Alison’s work will know what she achieved for and with us.  We wish her well in her new post.

One of my disappointments has been the lack of involvement by most clubs in county matters.  The County Association carries out a number of functions to enable clubs to participate and to develop - it is run by members of Cheshire clubs who in the most part are also very much involved with their own clubs.  It would help to reduce the workload on these individuals if a few more persons became involved.  The Newsletter has been expanded to increase communication with clubs and their members - I do wonder how effectively clubs disseminate the information.  All clubs have been repeatedly invited to send a delegate to the County committee meetings, but we usually only have representatives from 5 or 6 clubs at most meetings.  There are some vacancies coming up at the AGM.  Can I hope they might be filled by new faces?

“Modernisation” - much has been written and speculated about the UKA proposed new structure for athletics.  Much debate continues - particularly within England.  There now appears to be general acceptance of Regional “hubs”, but how or if a North of England body would function is still much in the air.  Despite what you might have read, there will be some impact on clubs and athletes.  It is essential to ensure that what we know as athletics continues and improves in its provision of training and competition for those who are involved.  It looks like the new structure will not now be in place until April 2005.

My thanks to all County Officers and others who have helped Cheshire County AA over the past year.  Also the Association thanks the International Fun & Team Athletics Association for their considerable input and help.


John Driscoll (Chairman)
26 January 2004.

