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‘ACTIVE ENGLAND’ NORTH WEST

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION

These notes are intended to help applicants to ‘Active England’ understand the context within which the Fund has been launched, and to assess the priorities which should be considered when making an application in the North West. The notes have been prepared by Sport England in the North West, and should be read in conjunction with the national guidelines which are available on the Sport England website http://www.sportengland.org/lottery/funding/active_england.htm. 
Funding for the programme nationally is £108 million, with £15.8 million allocated to the North West region. The minimum level of funding is £50,000. The national programme priorities are:
· To create and support sustainable innovative multi-activity environments in areas of social, sport and health deprivation in England by 2005

· To increase participation in sport and physical activity among all sections of society, but particularly those which are typically under-represented in sport and physical activity participation.
NATIONAL PRIORITIES 

The Government has set a target for 70% of the population to be physically active five times per week by the year 2020.  Sport England has worked with the Henley Centre and subsequently held regional consultation to judge what key ‘drivers’ or factors will affect participation over the next 17 years. The seven Key Drivers identified through this work are:

· Ageing Population

· Time Pressure

· Well-being and Obesity

· Utilising Education

· Variations in Access

· Volunteers and Professionals

· Investment

There are five key ‘settings’ where change can be achieved: 

· Community 

· Workplace

· Home

· Primary and Secondary Education

· Higher and Further Education

Seven outcomes of change have been identified. These are:

· Increasing participation in sport and active recreation

· Improving levels of performance in sport

· Widening access 

· Improving health and well-being

· Improving community safety

· Improving education

· Benefiting the economy


ACTIVE ENGLAND NORTH WEST REGIONAL PRIORITIES

For the purpose of the following information, sport is defined as:

“Sport” means all forms of physical activity which, through casual or organised participation, aim at expressing or improving physical fitness and mental well-being, forming social relationships or obtaining results in competition at all levels.

(Council of Europe)

Following the Regional Sports Seminar held on 3 October 2003, Sport England in the North West has started to prepare a draft of the Regional Sports Plan for consultation with partners and subsequent approval by the new Regional Sports Board.

The draft of the Plan is based on seven themes:

· Sport and Health

· Sport and Community Safety

· Sport and Lifelong Learning

· Sport and the Environment

· Sport and Economic Prosperity

· Sporting Infrastructure

· Knowledge and Engagement
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Each theme is being appraised for the role it can play in driving up participation and how this can be achieved:

· Health – emphasis on mental as well as physical health, and on areas where the health indices are worst

· Community safety – emphasis on unifying communities, unlocking local skills, helping people at risk, and addressing fear of crime in communities

· Lifelong learning – emphasis on using sport and physical activity as a catalyst to increase involvement and attainment in education and skills development at all ages

· Environment – widening access to the Regions’ natural resources and contributing to appropriate transport and conservation policies

· Economic prosperity – contributing to economic growth by enhancing the skills of local people, attractiveness for investment, events and tourism, and the Region’s image as a place to live and work

· Sporting infrastructure – sustaining and enhancing a unified network of opportunities for people to start, stay and succeed in sport and physical activity

· Engagement and knowledge – promoting continuous dialogue with stakeholders in order to deliver shared outcomes for sport and physical activity; and developing a hub for knowledge on sport that is accessible, relevant, and which supports the current and future needs of stakeholders
There are several Regional Strategy documents which support the above themes. These include:

· ‘Regional Economic Strategy’

(Focus on economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection and enhancement)

http://www.englandsnorthwest2020.com/ 

· ‘Investment For Health - A Plan for the North West’

(This looks at the impact that all regional agencies can have on health across the region, with physical activity identified as a potential key intervention within people’s ‘lifestyles’) 

http://www.nwpho.org.uk 

· ‘Government Floor Targets’ 

(These reflect the Government’s cross-cutting agenda, and describe individual department’s contribution to them)

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/performance/targets/perf_target_28.cfm 

· ‘Action for Sustainability’ (AfS)

(Places the concept of sustainable development at the centre of all regional planning processes)

http://www.nwra.gov.uk/afs/ 

· ‘Cultural Strategy for England’s North West’

(Sets out the overall cultural context for the region, including its cultural strengths and assets)

http://www.culturenorthwest.org.uk/ 

· ‘Regional Planning Guidance for the North West’

(Provides the spatial and environmental framework for the region, contributing to the sustainable development targets set out in AfS)

http://www.go-nw.gov.uk/planning/rpg13.html 

REGIONAL CRITERIA


When applicants are considering how their application will be judged, they should consider whether their application deals with:

1.Sporting Need

This can be demonstrated by describing how your project contributes to:

· Access to Facilities – (Travel Times, Catchments, Local Demographics and Transport Links)

· Ability to grow sports capacity – (Increasing the number of coaches, volunteers, leaders and participants, and supporting skills development through sport)

· Targeting – (Targeting groups that are traditionally under-represented in sport. People with Disabilities / DE groups / Women and Girls / Black and Ethnic Minority Communities and 50+)

· Breadth – (Developing a range of sports activities that has the potential to develop participation across broad and inclusive segments of the local community)  

2. Policy Theme Links

Projects need to demonstrate how, through sport, they can contribute to broader social outcomes in their communities. Use of the following - Health Impact Assessments, Crime Statistics and Strategies, and Environmental Policies – amongst others – will assist projects in doing this.

3. Community Need / Levels of Deprivation

Projects will be prioritised where they impact on communities within the top 20% of most deprived areas as identified in the ‘Indices of Multiple deprivation 2000’. Additional weighting will be given to schemes impacting on the top 10% most deprived areas as identified in the ‘Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2000’ 

4. Strategic Need

Projects will be prioritised where they can demonstrate links to local strategic need, for instance through Local Strategic Partnerships / Community Planning Processes.

5. Partnerships 

Priority will be given to projects that develop new and / or existing partnerships across a variety of levels, such as local community partners or strategic partner agencies.

6. Partnership Funding

Priority will be given to schemes that are seeking to maximise partnership funding opportunities.

7. Management Structures / Engagement

Priority will be given to schemes that demonstrate clear and effective management structures. However, additional weighting will be given to schemes that seek to implement innovative management approaches, such as seeking to fully engage the community in the management and running of the scheme and capacity building within the community to support future delivery.
8. Value for Money

Schemes will need to demonstrate value for money, clearly showing any assumptions made.

9. Sustainability

Schemes need to demonstrate how they envisage / will work towards the scheme becoming sustainable in terms of, not only it’s own longer term future, but also how it contributes to wider sustainable development within the local community.

10. Monitoring and evaluation / Knowledge collection

Schemes need to demonstrate how they will develop and implement a system of monitoring and evaluation to support the aims and outcomes of the project.

Self Assessment

In order to help you gauge the relevance of your scheme to the region’s thematic priorities, please undertake the following self-assessment weighting.

Allocate 100 points across the theme/s that your project will impact upon the most.  

	THEME


	POINTS

	Sporting Infrastructure


	

	Sport and Health


	

	Sport and Community Safety


	

	Sport and Lifelong-Learning


	

	Sport and the Environment


	

	Sport and Economic Prosperity


	

	Total
	100


Sport & the environment





Sport & lifelong learning





Sport & economic prosperity





Sport & community safety





Sport & health





Engagement





Knowledge
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