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Sport England in the North West would like to wish all friends and partners a very happy Christmas. This year we are donating the money we would have spent on Christmas cards to the Christies Hospital Appeal http://christie.man.ac.uk/.  We would like to take this opportunity to say how much we have enjoyed working with you this past year, and look forward to an exciting 2004 for sport in the north west !
- KEY NEWS -

ACTIVE ENGLAND FUNDING PROGRAMME

Active England is a new, national £108.5 million community sport investment programme jointly administered by the New Opportunities Fund and Sport England. The programme aims to encourage flexible and creative approaches that will begin to drive up physical activity levels and sports participation rates in England. 

The Government strategy for delivering its sport and physical activity objectives, Game Plan, set a target of 70% of the population in England being reasonably active by 2020. This investment programme seeks to begin the step-change required in physical activity and sports participation levels by supporting a number of innovative projects that demonstrate their ability to work towards this vision.

The Active England programme will seek to create and support sustainable innovative multi-activity environments in areas of social, sport and health deprivation in England by 2005 and to increase participation in sport and physical activity among all sections of society, but particularly those which are typically under-represented in sport and physical activity participation.

Sport England will manage the delivery of the programme and the grant application process through its 9 Regional Offices in England. The Regional Sports Boards will have a fixed amount of funding for the programme to manage and projects will be assessed against regional priorities and the overall programme objectives. The North West has been allocated £15.8m.

The deadline for open applications is 31 March 2004.

The prospectus, 'how to apply' form, initial bid form and list of frequently asked questions are available on our website: http://www.sportengland.org/lottery/funding/active_england.htm 

In addition to the information online, Sport England in the North West has produced supplementary guidance for applicants in the North West which outlines our regional priorities. This should be read in conjunction with the national guidelines, and are available on our regional website at: http://www.sportengland.org/about/reg_offices/nwest.htm 

SUPPORT FOR GOVERNING BODIES

Sport England recently announced the 20 key sports to receive prioritised investment, its streamlined funding plans to ensure that these sports deliver sporting success, and a £130 million fund specifically available for sports governing bodies.

Key sports include 10 Sport England priority sports: 

◆ badminton

◆ netball

◆ cricket

◆ rugby union

◆ football
 
◆ rugby league

◆ golf

 
◆ squash

◆ hockey
 
◆ tennis

and 10 UK Sport priority sports:

◆ athletics
 
◆ judo

◆ canoeing
 
◆ rowing

◆ cycling
 
◆ triathlon

◆ equestrian
 
◆ sailing

◆ gymnastics
◆ swimming

Funding will be based on a transparent business plan for each sport. Each governing body will be accountable for delivering the targets in its plans in order to receive – and continue receiving – funding. 

All funding will remain the same in the run-up to the 2004 Athens Olympics. Funding thereafter will be synchronised with the Olympic four-year cycle, beginning in April 2005. The next round of funding will begin in April 2009. 

Sport England is also committing to working with the following sports to develop whole sport business plans:

◆ basketball
 
◆ movement & dance

◆ boxing
 
◆ outdoor pursuits (angling and mountaineering)

◆ bowls
 
◆ rounders/baseball/softball

◆ karate

◆ table tennis

◆ lacrosse

◆ volleyball

Individual fact sheets on the 10 Sport England and 10 UK Sport priority sports have been produced and are available online at: http://www.sportengland.org/press_releases/SE_announces_funding.htm
- SPORTS DEVELOPMENT - 

Sport & lifelong learning

COACHING FOR TEACHERS: EASTER PROGRAMME

The Coaching for Teachers programme provides opportunities for teachers involved in the delivery of school sport to improve their teaching and coaching, update their knowledge by attending sports governing body courses, and obtain qualifications.  Bookings for the Easter coaching programme are now bring taken, the closing date for applications is 20 February 2004. For further info click on:

http://www.sportscoachuk.org/improve/cft/index.htm 
ACTIVEMARK AWARDS

Primary school children across the region are celebrating their school's success, following the latest round of Activemark awards from Sport England. 32 schools in the region achieved the national Activemark Awards, in recognition of their consistent efforts to keep their pupils active, fit and healthy. 

A further 27 schools have been awarded Activemark Gold in recognition of their outstanding commitment to physical activity as part of the school's provision. 

Activemark and Activemark Gold are national awards which are valid for three years and schools are encouraged to celebrate their achievement with pupils, staff, parents and partner organisations. 

All schools that express interest in the scheme receive a copy of the Active School Resource Pack for Primary Schools, produced by the British Heart Foundation.

The theme of the resource is to 'Get Active, Stay Active' and it is a valuable source of information for teachers, full of practical ideas, including traditional and modern games, as well as activities that can be built into a daily routine.

The full list of award winning schools can be obtained from http://www.sportengland.org/press_releases/activemark-cycle11-awards.htm
MINISTER LAUNCHES LIVING FOR SPORT PROJECT

Sports Minister, Richard Caborn has helped launch an innovative project aiming to encourage PE teachers to use sport to re-engage young people in School Life.  ‘Living for Sport’ is a new partnership between the Youth Sport Trust, BskyB, LEA’s and the governments behaviour improvement programme.  The project has been highlighted at a number of schools in Hull, London and Sefton and is encouraging schools to monitor the impact of PE on disengaged children with a view to sharing the findings with other schools.

For more information visit: www.youthsporttrust.org/yst_yst_news_sky_post.html
EUROPEAN YEAR OF EDUCATION THROUGH SPORT (EYES)

The European Year of Education through Sport will be starting on 1 January 2004. Over 12 months, in 28 countries, the European Union will be encouraging the promotion of the educational values of sport and reinforcing the links between the worlds of sport and education, demonstrating that, in addition to passion and competition, sport conveys civic values that contribute to a better education. The slogan (“Move your body, stretch your mind”) and logo will be highlighted at almost 200 events. A new official website has been launched and can be found at http://www.eyes-2004.info/ 

INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

International Walk to School Day gives children, parents, school teachers and community leaders an opportunity to be part of a global event as they celebrate the many benefits of walking. In 2002, nearly 3 million walkers from 28 countries walked to school together for various reasons - all hoping to create communities that are safe places to walk. Schools are invited to apply for the first International Walk to School Award, deadline 31 January 2004.

http://www.iwalktoschool.org/
NATIONAL HEALTHY SCHOOL STANDARD AND NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL: WORKING TOGETHER

This briefing aims to highlight and promote common objectives and opportunities for joint work between the National Healthy School Standard (NHSS) and neighbourhood renewal, with a particular focus on practical suggestions for partnership work and outputs at regional, local and neighbourhood levels. The briefing is of interest to regional neighbourhood renewal leads, local strategic partnerships, neighbourhood renewal partnership leads, and local and regional healthy schools programme coordinators.

http://www.hda-online.org.uk/documents/nhss_workingtogether.pdf
- Sporting infrastructure -   

NATIONAL COACHING CERTIFICATE 

31 National Governing Bodies of Sport have endorsed the new National Coaching Certificate which will give coaches a nationally recognised and transferable professional qualification for the first time. The certificate will recognise coaching as a profession with a proper accredited qualification and career development structure, and aims to help to tackle the shortage of coaches at both ends of the spectrum (professional elite and voluntary). For further information including a list of the 31 sports see http://www.sportscoachuk.org/taskforce/ncc/31%20Sports.htm
The Endorsement Criteria which are to be used throughout the UK to endorse coach education programmes offered by national governing bodies of sport and other sporting organisations have also been made available on the sports coach UK website.

http://www.sportscoachuk.org/home.htm
TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR CASCs

In the recent pre-budget report, the Government announced its intention to double the

corporation tax exemption thresholds for Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs). As a result, CASCs will be exempt from corporation tax on profits derived from trading, if their trading income is under £30,000, and on profits derived from property, if their property income is under £20,000. CASCs that do not exceed these thresholds will not have to complete a corporate tax return on an annual basis. All eligible amateur sports clubs are encouraged to register for CASC status so that they can take full advantage of the reliefs available.

These announcements follow on from the recent Local Government Act, which introduced mandatory rates relief of 80 per cent for CASCs based in England and Wales This relief is to take effect from April 2004.

Since the scheme was introduced, over one thousand sports clubs have now applied

to register as CASCs. 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/pre_budget_report/prebud_pbr03/prebud_pbr03_index.cfm
VOLUNTEERING IN SPORT IN ENGLAND (2002)

The report of the findings of the Sports Volunteering Study commissioned by Sport England has recently been published.

The evidence provided by this research makes the case loud and clear for volunteering in sport to be taken more seriously and receive the recognition and support from Government that it deserves. It is the ‘poor relation’ of volunteering and yet the benefit it brings both to the individuals volunteering and to those who take part with their support cannot be underestimated. Sport and active recreation with a revitalised voluntary sector can make increasingly vital contributions to the health of the nation, community regeneration and cohesion, community safety and educational attainment.

The research report can be downloaded from the Sport England website.

http://www.sportengland.org/press_releases/volunteering-in-england.htm
WOMEN AND SPORT

A new report released by the Women’s Sports Foundation has revealed the massive disparity between the media’s coverage of men’s and women’s sport in Britain. The WSF warns of a very real and significant risk that the wide gap that already exists between men’s and women’s sports participation and success will never be closed if the inequality of sports reporting continues. A copy of the research (16 pages) can be downloaded from http://www.wsf.org.uk/media/wsf-research-report-media.pdf 

UK STRATEGY FRAMEWORK FOR WOMEN AND SPORT

The UK Strategy Framework for Women and Sport has been launched. The document sets out clear objectives and targets for women participating, leading and performing at world class levels, with a date of December 2005 set for their completion. UK Sport will co-ordinate the work with the home country sports councils and national governing bodies, with the Womens Sports Foundation providing additional support. The UK Strategy Framework links to existing initiatives led by Government, governing bodies, sports and equity organisations and a final report will be prepared for the 4th World Conference on Women and Sport, being held in Kumamoto, Japan, in 2006. To download the document (6 double pages) see: http://www.uksport.gov.uk/images/uploaded/StrategyandEquity_Nov03.pdf
STRATEGIC ALLIANCE FOR SWIMMING (SAS)

Nick Gillingham has announced the introduction of a new, powerful voice to represent the interests of swimming as a sport. The Amateur Swimming Association joins The Royal Life Saving Society UK and the Institute of Sport and Recreation Management to form the Strategic Alliance for Swimming (SAS). The SAS has been set up to promote swimming as a fun way to become fit, to ensure that swimming, the most popular participation sport in Britain, gains its maximum share of publicity, and to act as the body to respond to all swimming-related enquiries. For further information see http://www.britishswimming.org/news/archive/2003/sas_launch.asp 

TALENTED ATHLETE SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME

In April 2004, the English Institute of Sport launches the Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme (TASS). The £3m scheme is designed to help promising young athletes who want to balance their sporting ambitions with a University or college education.  A new item on the EIS website sees John Porteous, the EIS’s National Education Adviser, explain what the scheme will provide for a new generation of talented athletes. 

http://www.eis2win.co.uk
NORTH WEST SPORTS AWARDS

Sport England sponsored three awards at the recent BBC North West Sports Awards 2003. 

‘Amateur Club of the Year' - Brierfield Celtic Football Club (Burnley)

'Young Disabled Sports Achiever of the Year' - Steven Leigh

'Young Sports Achiever of the Year' - Amanda Taylor (Taekwondo champion) from Liverpool

Full details of the winners are available on the BBC website

http://www.bbc.co.uk/manchester/sport/awards/index.shtml
- Sport & the community safety -   

JOINING UP COMMUNITY COHESION AND REGENERATION

New advice has recently been published from the Home Office/ODPM for local authorities, Government Departments and Government Offices, Regional Development Agencies and other agencies on how to build community cohesion principles into Area Based Initiatives (ABIs) - central government initiatives that are targeted at specific geographical areas.

It highlights three key principles:

· Good communication - telling people what the scheme's objectives are and how it will be implemented.

· Regular consultation - talking to local people regularly will lead to greater local ownership of regeneration schemes.

· Flexibility - flexibility in the definition of geographical boundaries for a scheme, and looking at how benefits can be provided to direct and indirect participants, will avoid the perception of discrimination.

‘Community cohesion advice for those designing, developing and delivering Area Based Initiatives (ABIs) - Building cohesion into regeneration and renewal’ is available from

www.communitycohesion.gov.uk 

YOUTH COHORT STUDY

This Statistical First Release (SFR) provides summary findings of the most recent survey of 17 year olds from the Youth Cohort Study (YCS). The survey was the ninth survey of 17 year olds and was carried out in spring 2003. The YCS is the main source of survey information about the

education, training and work experiences of young people in England and Wales.

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000435/sfr35-2003.pdf
- Sport & health -
CHILDHOOD OBESITY MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

This guidance aims to provide recommendations based on current evidence for best practice in the management of obesity in children and young people. The definition of childhood obesity is reviewed, and information on both the prevalence of obesity in the UK, and recent trends in the prevalence of obesity, are presented.

www.sign.ac.uk/pdf/sign69.pdf
BBC HEALTH

BBC Health has updated its Fitness section by providing simple steps on how to ‘Get Motivated.’ For more information visit:

www.bbc.co.uk/health/fitness/motivation.shtml
VERB LAUNCHES NEW WEB SITE FOR TWEENS (US) 

This US website for tweens (young people) features ‘how-to’ demonstrations of activities by real athletes (which research has identified as being a real success) and the new VERB Recorder - a customisable online diary for keeping track of daily physical activities. For more information visit: www.VERBnow.com 

· Sport & the environment –

PARKS & OPEN SPACES

Thirty local authorities across England, five in the north west, have been chosen to receive expert advice that will help them improve the quality of their urban parks, play areas and other green spaces. The authorities are the first to benefit from the direct assistance of experts from the CABE Space Advisory Scheme. 

Over the next five months CABE Space Advisors will work closely with the local authorities to support them in the production and implementation of green space strategies. 

The CABE Space Advisory Scheme aims to help local authorities identify the quantity and quality of green spaces in their area, to consult effectively with local communities, and to gain local political support for improving their green spaces. The result will be green space strategies that will help park workers deliver better green spaces. 

As well as providing one-to-one advice to the authorities, CABE Space will be running a series of seminars for other local authorities that want to develop green space strategies. 

The five local authorities in the region are:

· Allerdale Borough Council 

· Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 

· Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council 

· Liverpool City Council 

· Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council

http://www.cabespace.org.uk
DEVELOPING ACCESSIBLE PLAY SPACE: A GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE

This good practice guide will help to tackle the unfairness that currently exists by helping play space providers understand the issues that disabled children and their families face when using play spaces. It also contains good practice examples of how to improve existing space as well as issues to consider when creating new ones.

http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups/odpm_urbanpolicy/documents/page/odpm_urbpol_025676.pdf
SEABRITAIN 2005 & LIVERPOOL’S YEAR OF THE SEA

SeaBritain 2005 is a national maritime celebration on a grand scale. The event presents opportunities for people across Britain to join the celebrations by developing their own programmes of events to raise awareness of the sea and its impact on our lives. 

SeaBritain 2005 aims to leave a legacy that will stimulate interest in the sea and inland waters - as a career, as heritage and as a leisure resource. It will offer opportunities to create learning programmes for young people and communities across Britain taking the sea as its focus and raising awareness of its continuing importance in our lives.

The City of Liverpool has agreed to promote its third Capital of Culture themed year as part of SeaBritain 2005, which will culminate in the bi-centennial celebration of the Battle of Trafalgar on 21-22 October.

Liverpool is being used as a major plank in a bid by the National Maritime Museum, Visit Britain, the Official Nelson Commemorations Committee and the Department of Culture, Media and Sport to encourage and inspire greater use of the seas, rivers and inland waterways. 

Liverpool's Capital of Culture Company is also in discussion with arts organisations to find out what part they wish to play in Liverpool's Year of the Sea, to contribute to SeaBritain 2005.

As part of 2005, Liverpool is planning: 

- The opening of the £10m Liverpool Cruise Liner Berth - March/April 

- A special 60th anniversary VE celebration - May 7-9 

- The annual Mersey River Festival - June 10-13 

- The Lyver Trophy Yacht Race  - Fastnet Qualifier - Liverpool to Dublin - July 

- To be a staging port for Navies en route to the Trafalgar Review of the Fleet in the Solent - June 28 

- The start of the Clipper 2005 Round The World Yacht Race - September 18 

- Run Liverpool (International Half Marathon and 10K along the waterfront) - October 

- Firework Display on River Mersey - November 5

How to get involved in SeaBritain

· register your interest with the SeaBritain 2005 team and share your ideas 

· create events in your sector or local area 

· sponsor or support activities in your sector or local area 

· take part in events at national, international or local level 

· develop packages for the travel trade and association market 

· raise awareness by using the SeaBritain 2005 brand

For more information on SeaBritain e-mail Stephen Riley, Director of Maritime Heritage at the National Maritime Museum: sriley@nmm.ac.uk or visit the website: http://www.seabritain2005.com 

For more information on Liverpool’s Year of the Sea, contact Mike Doran on 0151 225 5582 or 0780 145 3918 or log on to www.liverpoolculture.com
· Sport & economic prosperity –

EVENT MANAGEMENT

UK Sport have launched Major Sports Events: The Guide – a free resource for event organisers. The publication has been produced to try and help event organisers make the initial assessment of whether to bid for an event and to then further understand the exact nature of the demands that will follow when staging it. The Guide contains 20 sections on topics including preparing your strategy and business plan, marketing and sponsorship, anti-doping and the environment. The guide can be downloaded free from http://www.uksport.gov.uk/generic_template.asp?id=12237
ELECTED REGIONAL ASSEMBLY: YOUR SAY

The Government intends to give people in all three regions in the North of England - the North West, Yorkshire and the Humber, and the North East - the chance to vote in a referendum on a new form of government: a democratically elected regional assembly.

To find out more information about what elected regional assemblies mean for the North West read the leaflet, ‘A new opportunity for the North West’: www.yoursay-northwest.odpm.gov.uk
The Government is aiming to hold the referendum in autumn 2004.

___________________________________________
INFORMATION UPDATE

EVALUATION OF FREE SWIMMING INITIATIVES

The Department of Health is conducting an evaluation on the impact of free swimming initiatives and sharing the lessons learnt.  They are currently trying to identify where free swimming initiatives have been implemented to get a feel for how many different types of initiatives exist.  If you do know of any free swimming schemes please send details to Yvonne Barker at mailto:Yewconsulting@aol.com
GAMES LEGACY WEBSITE

The Commonwealth Games Legacy website has recently been officially launched.

http://www.gameslegacy.com
REGIONAL TRAINING UNIT DEVELOPMENTS

As a result of extensive review and anticipated growth in workshop demand, sports coach UK and Sport England intend to centralise their approach to the management and administration of sports coach UK coach development and Running Sport club development workshops. The Regional Training Unit structure is to be abolished as of 31 March 2004 and improved systems and procedures will be introduced which will affect how the service is accessed and where it is provided from.

Further details will be available in the New Year through the sports coach UK and Sport England web sites – www.sportscoachuk.org / www.sportengland.org. 

EUROPEAN SPONSORSHIP ASSOCIATION FORMED

A merger between the European Sponsorship Consultants Association (ESCA), and the Institute of Sport Sponsorship (ISS) has created a new European sponsorship body, the European Sponsorship Association (ESA). The ISS was set up in 1985 to represent the interests of the sports sponsorship industry and to promote best practice. ESCA began in 1990 with a wider remit which encompassed the whole of Europe and included all forms of sponsorship. The ESA will continue to set standards within sponsorship, and will expand on the work done by ESCA and the ISS. 

 www.europeansponsorship.org/ 

___________________________________________
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Missions …	            Working with others to create opportunities for people to get involved in sport, 


                                           to stay in sport, and to excel and succeed in sport at every level


Objectives …	1. Opportunities to play sport


Increase participation in sport in order to improve the health of the nation


2. Opportunities to stay in sport


Retain people in sport and active recreation through an effective network of clubs, sports facilities, coaches, volunteers and competitive opportunities


3. Opportunities to achieve success in sport


                                           Making sporting success happen at the highest level





Vision …		Making England an active and successful sporting nation
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