Sport England in the North West May 03 Update
Hi all

Please find below the May 2003 Update from Sport England in the North West. If you have any comments/feedback, please send them to me: steve.bunyan@sportengland.org     
For previous and future updates please visit our website:
http://www.sportengland.org/northwest 
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#### KEY NEWS ####


REGIONAL DIRECTOR NORTH WEST

Sheldon Phillips will shortly be leaving his post as Regional Director for Sport England in the North West.

Sheldon has been Regional Director for almost 7 years now. During this time, the Commonwealth Games played a major part in his work – both in terms of assisting with preparations but also trying to maximise the wider opportunities that the Games bring. The Games were a fantastically successful event and the legacy – sporting, social and economic – will be felt for many years to come both regionally and nationally.

With the completion of this milestone event and the substantial change taking place due to the modernisation of Sport England, Sheldon has decided the time is right to look at new career challenges.

Initially, Sheldon will be taking up an assignment with the North West Development Agency which will include supporting the development of a North West Regional Events Strategy, assisting with specific Sports Tourism initiatives and providing additional support to a number of other sport related projects.

Sheldon wishes to pass on his appreciation to partners and colleagues: 

“it has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience working with a very supportive network of partners and I would like to thank you for your support during my time with Sport England, a period in which I believe the North West has been at the forefront of sports development in this country.

I wish you and your organisation every success in the future and hope that there may be other opportunities for us to work together in the future. “

Stewart Kellett, currently Chief Executive of Lancashire Sport, has been appointed to succeed and will be taking up post on 30 June 2003.

PLANS TO STREAMLINE SPORT ENGLAND ANNOUNCED 

The Chief Executive of Sport England, Roger Draper, announced on 23 April 2003 that staff numbers at Sport England are to be reduced from an original establishment of 570 to around 250 as part of a restructuring which will put more investment directly into sport.

The move is aimed at increasing the proportion of Government and Lottery funding going directly to sport at national and community level. It is anticipated that Sport England’s annual operating costs will be reduced by up to £12 million as a result of the measures

Sport England’s lottery income has fallen by around £100 million in the past four years from a high of £265 million to an expected total of less than £170 million this year. 

The organisation is also re-assessing its current projects and priorities to target investment where it will most help achieve the objectives of: increasing participation in sport at every level; retaining people in sport and bringing success to the nation at the highest level.

For the full press release, see: http://www.sportengland.org/press_releases/streamline-sport-england.htm

REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER CONFERENCE

Sport England in the North West held a Regional Sport Stakeholder Conference for an invited audience on 8 May 2003 at the JJB Stadium in Wigan. The Conference was part of a national initiative to look at the ‘Framework for Sport in England’.  The purpose was to assist Sport England to plan its forward Strategy to drive increases in participation in sport over the next ten years.  
The Conference concentrated on:

	Prioritisation of key ‘drivers’ which currently affect people’s participation in sport.

Differentiation of how these factors might affect participation in the future, particularly on a regional basis.
Determination of the key factors which need to be included in Sport England’s regional thinking as we go forward.

For further information contact Chris Dodd on 0161 830 4916 or email chris.dodd@sportengland.org

GOVERNMENT’S PLAN FOR SPORT

DCMS has published its second Annual Report on the Government's Plan for Sport.  The document provides a broad insight into the forthcoming policy agenda.  It also gives an update on the progress of policies in Sport in Education, Sport in the Community, and National Governing Body and World Class Programmes.  It makes specific reference to the changing organisation of Sport England, commenting that: “The modernisation of Sport England and its repositioning as a strategic investor and enabling body is also a welcome step.  Sport England is moving away from programme delivery towards a customer focussed approach, with an emphasis on empowering and challenging national and local partners to achieve the key aims of increasing participation, retention and success in sport.” 

The report also notes the forthcoming research Sport England will administer into sport in Higher Education, alongside work on sport's role in social exclusion issues, and the secondment of staff to Regional Development Agencies amongst a series of updates on our role in UK sports policy. 

The full text of the document can be found at:
http://193.128.182.36/PDF/GPFS2draft4270303.pdf

DCMS WEBSITE

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has revamped its website, which is now much more user-friendly. The website has sections on coaching, community sport, elite sport, European sport, government plan for sport, major and mega sporting events, professional sport, school sport, sporting facilities, UK Sports Institute, Wembley stadium and world class sport.
http://www.culture.gov.uk/default.htm

LOTTERY OPENINGS

The following facilities are now completed and have recently held official openings:

Werneth School, Stockport 
Artificial turf pitch, opened 2 April
Sport England Lottery Fund Award: £185,248
Project cost: £235,263

Liverpool Harriers & Athletics Club
Changing facilities including announcing and recording facilities, opened 8 May 2003
Sport England Lottery Fund Award: £139,046
Project cost: £154,546

For further information on the Sport England Lottery Fund, contact Ian Munro on 0161 830 4925, ian.munro@sportengland.org 

FOOTBALL FOUNDATION AWARDS FOR THE NORTH WEST

The first major Football Foundation project in Cumbria opened on 3 May at the Parrots Park ground when Kirkby Stephens Junior Football Club opened their new clubhouse. The £178,984 grant from the Football Foundation has transformed the football in the area. Previously they had inadequate changing facilities with the club’s eleven mini soccer and junior teams and the senior male and female teams having to change in a Sports and Social club half a mile away.

North West Counties League team Curzon Ashton based in Ashton under Lyne has been awarded a £559,000 grant from the Football Foundation and the Football Stadia Improvement Fund. The cash boost will provide for a new stadium complete with community grass roots facilities, including a new ‘3rd Generation’ artificial pitch and changing facilities for use by the local community. 

As well as providing a new home for Curzon, the new facilities will be used to attract more youngsters to the game. Links have already been established with local primary and secondary schools and the club has placed a particular emphasis on developing junior, girl’s, and women’s football in the area. The new complex is set to rival anything in the North West.

The Football Foundation has also awarded Hyndburn Borough Council a grant of £273,900 towards the improvement of four football pitches for levelling and drainage work on the site of King George V Playing Fields, Accrington.

Footballers in Preston are also celebrating following the announcement of a £312,200 grant to boost facilities at Moor Park. The money, awarded to Preston City Council, will allow them to refurbish the changing pavilion at the park to incorporate female and disabled changing areas and to renovate the existing six pitches and one training area to allow more games to be played on better quality surfaces.

Girl footballers in Merseyside also have cause to celebrate following the announcement of a £30,000 award to develop the grass roots game for more local girls. The grant, awarded to the Merseyside Sports Partnership, will fund a part time post for a women & girls football development officer to increase access to the game by providing festivals, competitions and coaching sessions in schools and in local clubs. The Foundation cash boost follows a further award made to the Merseyside Sports Partnership by The FA and the Sport England Lottery Fund. 

Football Foundation Website: http://www.footballfoundation.org.uk 

COMMONWEALTH GAMES FINAL REPORT

The final report from the Organising Committee of the Manchester 2002 Commonwealth Games has been made available on the Commonwealth Games Federation website. The five volume report outlines the process the Organising Committee went through and most importantly the lessons learned during the planning and implementation of the Manchester Commonwealth Games.
To view the Report (rather lengthy to download !) see:
http://www.thecgf.com/games/resources.asp?yr=2002

SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR SPORT - MARCH 03

This Sport England document has recently been updated and is available to download at:
www.sportengland.org/resources/pdfs/infogen/Sources_funding.pdf

THE PLAYER MAGAZINE

The latest edition of The Player magazine for the North West region is available on the Sport England website at: http://www.sportengland.org/the_player/the_player.htm

If you would like a hard copy, please email steve.bunyan@sportengland.org 

SEMINAR: ‘THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF MULTI-USE GAMES AREAS AND SYNTHETIC TURF PITCHES’

This seminar to be held by Sport England in the North West (in association with The Sports and Play Construction Association (SAPCA)) relates to the NOF Round 3 Stage 2 application process and will be invaluable in writing the application, in addition to the development and operation of related facilities.

The seminar is to be held at Bolton Arena on 20 May 2003 (9.00 am to 2.00 pm) and will cost £35.25 (incl VAT), which includes refreshments and a light lunch.

The contributors will be:

Michael Abbott 	Consultant: Michael Abbott Associates
Alistair Cox 		Consultant: Materials Science Consultants Ltd
Kate Egford 		Senior Development Manager: Sport England NW
Mike Fitzjohn 	Senior Development Manager: Sport England NW
Stewart Lord 		School Sports Facility Advisor: Sport England NW
Gordon Tebay 	Senior Development Manager: Sport England NW
Chris Trickey 	Chief Executive: SAPCA

Programme
9 - 9.30 am 		Registration (refreshments available)
9.30 – 9.45am 	Introduction – Mike Fitzjohn/Chris Trickey
9.45 – 10.30am 	‘The Construction of Synthetic surfaces’  - Michael Abbott
10.30 – 11.15am 	‘Design criteria and surface selection’. – Alistair Cox
11.15 – 11.25am 	‘3rd generation pitches – an overview’ – Gordon Tebay
11.25 – 11.45am  	Break and refreshments
11.45 – 12.20pm	 ‘Getting the brief right’ – Stewart Lord
12.20 – 12.35pm 	‘Maintenance issues’ – Michael Abbott
12.35 - 12.50pm 	‘Operating a sinking fund’ – Stewart Lord
12.50 – 1.15pm 	Additional Q&A session and closing remarks – All contributors
1.15 – 2.00pm 	Light lunch and departure

There will also be the opportunity to put forward any questions relating to curricular use, sport/community development and business plans during the seminar. 

For further details, contact Kate Egford, Senior Development Manager, on 0161-830-4907 or email kate.egford@sportengland.org
COMMUNITY FUND

New research from Newcastle University has shown that the Community Fund is the most important source of funds for many poor and deprived communities right across England. 

The National Lottery distributor is providing around one third of the voluntary and community sector's funding for innovative projects that tackle deprivation at a grass roots level within disadvantaged communities.

For further details, see: http://www.community-fund.org.uk/about-us/news/uk/23042003-new-university-research-shows-the-cf.html

BEACON COUNCILS ROUND 4

The Advisory Panel on Beacon Councils has recently announced its recommendations for Round 4 of the Beacon Council Scheme.
Included in the recommendations are:

Community Cohesion
Recommended for Beacon Council status: Cheshire Fire Authority; Rochdale.

Supporting the Rural Economy
Recommended for Beacon Council status: Lancashire.

See: http://www.local-regions.odpm.gov.uk/beacon/rd4themes/recs/pdf/recommendation.pdf

INTERNATIONAL EQUALITY IN SPORT CONFERENCE

In a move to urge people and organisations to combine the resources and knowledge to tackle sport together, The English Federation of Disability Sport, Womens Sports Foundation and Sporting Equals are staging the country's first ever International Equality in Sport Conference on 13 – 14 May 2003 at the Lowry Hotel, Manchester.

The Equality in Sport conference emphasises the powerful role of sport in society and urges those responsible for the development and delivery of sport, that it is now time to stop talking, respect the differences and take action to once and for all, make sport fully inclusive and equitable. 

Web site: http://www.equalityinsport.co.uk/index.php
Email: info@equalityinsport.co.uk

PLANNING GUIDANCE FOR NORTH WEST

Regional planning guidance for the North West, RPG 13, has recently been made available on the North West Regional Assembly’s website. The guidance provides the broad development framework for the North West, identifying the scale and distribution of housing development and the priorities for the environment, transport, infrastructure, economic development, agriculture, minerals and waste management and disposal.

To download, see: http://rpg.nwra.gov.uk

ACCESSIBILITY GUIDES LAUNCHED BY ODPM AND SPORT ENGLAND

Guidance on making new building accessible to all has been published by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. Aimed not only at disabled people but also at the elderly and parents with young children, the guide aims to put accessibility at the heart of the planning process. 

Copies of ‘Planning and Access for Disabled People: A Good Practice Guide’ are available from ODPM Publications on 0870 120 7405 (priced £15) or at www.odpm.gsi.gov.uk

In addition to this, Sport England’s guidance note ‘Access for Disabled People - making it happen’ has also recently been published. The guidance design note gives advice on how to design new sports buildings and alter or adapt existing buildings to ensure good access.

To order a copy of the guidance note ‘Access for Disabled People’ contact Two-ten on 0870 5210 255 or download it from the Sport England website on www.sportengland.org/resources/pdfs/guidance-notes/Disabled.pdf

STATE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE 2003

The Countryside Agency has recently published two reports on ‘The State of the Countryside 2020’ and ‘The State of the Countryside 2003’. 

The ‘State of the Countryside 2003’ report presents data and analysis according to 20 indicators that measure changes in rural social, economic and environmental conditions. 

The ‘State of the Countryside 2020’ examines the future of the English countryside. By identifying the main drivers of change and key uncertainties, and developing scenarios for the future, it shows how current trends and future developments might impact on rural areas and communities over the next 20 years.

Both Reports can de downloaded from http://www.countryside.gov.uk/stateofthecountryside/

HELPING FARMERS PLAN FOR THE FUTURE
  
The North West Regional Assembly has just published its ‘Farm Diversification in the North West - A Guide to Planning’. 

Farming communities are facing tough challenges and many farmers are having to diversify to secure the survival of their businesses. The guide will help farmers understand how the planning system works and improve the working relationships between local authority planners and farmers. 

Diversification does not just have to mean the traditional bed and breakfast - new enterprises can range from rural workshops, breweries and riding stables to outdoor activity centres. The Guide uses examples of diversification best practice from around the region to show schemes, which have been successfully put into practice. 

The North West Regional Assembly has published the guide in association with its partners, including the National Farmers Union, Department of the Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs, the Northwest Development Agency and English Nature.

For further information please contact Simon Crawshaw, NWRA Communications Manager on 01942 776933, 07971 295561, Fax 01942 776940 
Email: simon.crawshaw@nwra.gov.uk   

SPORTSAID

The sports charity, SportsAid, has launched its own fortnightly online
newsletter called 'Springboard'. The Charity directly funds young people in British sport through initiatives including events, partnerships, and the ‘SportsAid Alumni’ scheme. Subscribe by email via 
sportsaid-subscribe@sportsaidnw.org. 

More information can be found at http://www.sportsaid.org.uk 

BARLA JOINS RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE

The British Amateur Rugby League Association (BARLA) and the Rugby Football League (RFL) have recently unified, and the RFL is now the single recognised NGB. BARLA is now a member of the RFL and its staff have transferred into the employ of the RFL from 1 April 2003. There will still be BARLA activity - notably amateur leagues and competitions.


The RFL contact address is:
The BARLA activity and Coach Education Scheme will continue to operate from Huddersfield:
Rugby Football League
Red Hall
Red Hall Lane
Leeds LS17 8NB
Tel - 0113 232 9111
West Yorkshire House
4 New North Parade
Huddersfield
HD1 5JP
Tel - 01484 544131



REGIONAL TRAINING UNIT UPDATE

1st April 2002 – 31st March 2003

Running Sport/Sport England – Facts & Figures

This year the RTU successfully administered 74 Running Sport/Sport England workshops, including:

	5 x Activemark

4 x Sportsmark
13 x Awards For All
8 x ‘National Club Development Programme’ 
2 x Sport Development Professional Induction’s

The RTU also provided administrative support for the 12-month Active Sports ‘Sustaining Partnership Growth’ leadership programme pilot which has now been adopted in the South West region.

sports coach UK - Facts & Figures

This year the RTU successfully administered 233 sports coach UK workshops (over a 100% increase on last year’s figures), including:
	34 x introductory workshops

191 x Coach workshops
5 x Hot Topic workshops
3 x Performance Coach workshops

1st April 2003 – 31st March 2004

RTU Staffing

There have been several staff changes in the RTU over the past few months:
Staff leaving the unit:

	Helen Mann, sports coach UK Coaching Development Officer, left the unit 16th December 2002 and was replaced temporarily by Kate Lewis until 11th April 2003. 

Kate Dixon (RTU Assistant Co-ordinator) – left the unit 17 April 2003.

Staff joining the unit:

	Tracy Beech – was appointed as part-time Assistant Administrator (for Coaching For Teachers) 11th March 2003. Tracy will be working full-time from 24th April 2003 until the RTUAC post has been recruited.





Therefore, please contact the following if you have any queries:

	Tracy Beech (beecht@edgehill.ac.uk) for Coaching For Teachers & sports coach UK workshop queries

Karen Allen (allenk@edgehill.ac.uk) for all other queries (including Running Sport workshops and Induction’s For Sport Development Professionals) 

Coaching For Teachers – Summer Weeks 2003

We have 25 courses planned in the Summer Weeks programme at 10 Centres in the North-West.
The brochures for the courses are in circulation and the closing date for all applications is 23rd May 2003. 
If you would like a copy of the brochure please contact Tracy Beech.

Induction For Sport Development Professionals

The next Induction in the region is 3 & 4 July 2003. The venue is still to be confirmed.
Please contact Karen Allen for further information on this and the RTU in general:
Tel: 01695 584 781, Fax: 01695 584 710, Email: allenk@edgehill.ac.uk

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES WORKSHOPS

Organised by sports coach UK in partnership with the Child Protection in Sport Unit and Sport England, this workshop is suitable for all key officers and policy makers within Governing Bodies of Sport, Local Authorities and Partnership Organisations. Two workshops will be held on Wednesday 18 June 2003 at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations, London and Tuesday 23 September 2003 at Gloucester County Cricket Club, Bristol, priced at £95. 
The workshop will enable delegates to:

	Set and deliver child protection implementation objectives

Test the awareness and effectiveness of their organisation’s child protection policy
Identify child protection education and training needs in their organisation
Recognise the limits of their expertise in relation to child protection implementation
Ensure that implementation plans are in line with new cross sport standards for safeguarding children and young people.

The closing date is ten days before the workshop. Contact the booking line on 0845 601 3054 or email Molly Meyers mmeyers@sportscoachuk.org for further details.

WHITBREAD YOUNG SPORTS ACHIEVER NOMINATION

A Burnley man, Afrasiab Anwar (23), has been selected from hundreds of nominations to join a shortlist of four young volunteers for the Whitbread Young Sports Achiever Award. The Award, supported by Sport England, aims to celebrate the achievements of young people nationwide who have made a difference with activity that has both benefited their community and contributed to their own personal development. 

Afrasaib was nominated for his work coaching children as part of the ‘Young Asian Children in Burnley’ project. For more details see http://www.sportengland.org/press_releases/shortlist-announced.htm



#### ACTIVE SCHOOLS ####


SPORTSMARK AWARDS

In the seventh year of the Sportsmark scheme, 82 secondary schools in the North West have received the Sportsmark Award, and 18 the Sportsmark Gold Award, in recognition of their commitment to physical education and sports provision. Tulketh High School in Lancashire received the highest award possible of a Sportsmark Gold with Distinction.

Sportsmark is awarded to schools that have policies and practices for the provision of a well-balanced physical education programme; for developing an out-of-school-hours programme that offers a range of opportunities to students; and, for enabling young people to move from school sport to sport in the community. Sportsmark Gold is a higher award for schools that take their commitment further and can demonstrate an outstanding commitment to school sport provision.

Sportsmark and Sportsmark Gold are national awards, which are valid for three years, and schools are encouraged to celebrate their award with pupils, staff, parents and partner organisations.

For further details contact Barbara Wilson on 0161 830 4913 or email barbara.wilson@sportengland.org

LEARNING THROUGH PE AND SPORT    
 
The DfES and DCMS have produced a guide to how the Government's Physical Education, School Sport and Club Links Strategy is to be achieved over the next three years. ‘Learning through PE and sport’ is available on http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pess/



COACHING FOR TEACHERS SUMMER 2003

Details of the Summer 2003 Coaching for Teachers courses has been released:
http://www.sportscoachuk.org/improve/cft/North%20West%20Region%20Summer.pdf

SPORTING CHAMPIONS INFLUENCING YOUNG PEOPLE TO PLAY SPORT

New research by Sport England shows that athletes can influence young people to play sport. A survey of visits by Sporting Champions found that 38% of children tried another sport and 42% played more sport. For further info click on: www.sportengland.org/press_releases/athletes-can-influence.htm
 
To view the Sporting Champions web site click on: http://www.sportingchampions.org.uk

PLAYING FOR SUCCESS STUDY SUPPORT CENTRES 

Secretary of State for Education and Skills, Charles Clarke, recently opened new Playing for Success study support centres at Burnley and Preston Nationwide league football clubs, as new research shows that motivating children to learn through sport works.

The Government's Playing for Success scheme links sports clubs, the local community and Government to create an inspirational environment where young people can improve their reading, numeracy and information communication and technology (ICT) skills.

The latest independent evaluation shows that on average, primary pupils who attended Playing for Success schemes improved their numeracy scores by the equivalent of 17 months and secondary children by 24 months. It is raising literacy too with secondary pupils improving their reading scores by 8 months.
Playing for Success: An Evaluation of the Fourth Year can be downloaded from http://www.dfes.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/index.cfm?type=5
 












#### ACTIVE SPORTS ####


News from the County Sports Partnerships:

CUMBRIA SPORT PARTNERSHIP

For details of Cumbria Sport visit the website: http://www.cumbriasport.com/

GREATERSPORT UPDATE

For an update from Greatersport, visit http://www.greatersport.co.uk or contact Steve de Wint on 0161 223 1002 or email steve@greatersport.co.uk

LANCASHIRE SPORT 

For details of Lancashire Sport visit the website: http://www.lancashiresport.com  

MERSEYSIDE SPORT

The Merseyside awards dinner is scheduled to be held Friday, 31st October, at the Liverpool Moat House.

Merseyside Women and Girls Development Officer post is being taken up by Nicky O’Donald who will be based alongside Mo Marley at the Liverpool County Football Association and will be starting in July 2003

For details of Merseyside Sport visit the website: http://www.merseysidesport.com/

SPORT CHESHIRE

The Sport Cheshire 'Sporting Chance' programme, which began in April 2002, identifies and supports young people as volunteers, coaches and leaders in sport. 

By working closely with the Connexions Service, Sports Network North West (SNNW), voluntary organisations and local community groups this programme links young people aged 13-19 years with sports leadership, coaching and volunteering opportunities. A report of the first year of the operation of this programme has recently been published. If you would like a copy please contact Sport Cheshire on support@sportcheshire.org or telephone 01606 871 812 ext 200. 

For details of Sport Cheshire visit the website: http://www.sportcheshire.org  



CLUBMARK UPDATE

Thirteen clubs in the region have now been accredited for the Sport England Clubmark scheme. Clubmark is a nationally recognised award for sports clubs achieving quality provision of sport which is judged to be ‘safe, effective and child-friendly.’

Clubmark in the North West:

	Blackburn Centurions Swimming Club

Blackpool Borough Amateur Swimming Club
Caldy Rugby Football Club, Merseyside
Leyland & Farrington Cricket Club, South Ribble
Mossley Hill Cricket Club, Liverpool
Northwich Cricket Club, Cheshire
Northwich Rugby Football Union Club, Cheshire
Oulton Park Cricket Club, Cheshire
Preston Grasshoppers Rugby Union Football Club
Sutton Cricket Club, St Helens, Merseyside
Thatto Heath ARLFC, St Helens, Merseyside
Widnes Rugby Union Football Club, Merseyside
Workington Cricket Club, Cumbria

For further details on Clubmark in the region, contact Jamie Gold on 0161 830 4917 or email jamie.gold@sportengland.org

MILLENNIUM VOLUNTEERS (MVs) SPORTS NETWORK NORTH WEST  

Since the start of the new two-year DfES contract which was secured in October 2002 and runs until September 2004, 53 MVs have achieved their Award of Excellence, recognising their input of 200 hours of active volunteering in sport.  A further 74 young people have achieved their Award of Merit, presented in recognition of their 100 hours of sports volunteering.

Recruitment of MV by North West County Sport Partnership MV Coordinators and Staff has shown a slight downturn during the second quarter of the contract.  A total of 334 new MVs have begun sport volunteering activity in the North West against an agreed target of 375 since the start of the contact in October 2002.  

MV Celebration/Recognition Events

Celebration events, to recognise and reward Millennium Volunteers, have taken place in all the North West counties recently:
	The 100hour and 200hour achievements of Cheshire Millennium Volunteers were recognised at Vale Royal’s Sports Awards, in January 2003.
A Merseyside Volunteer Recognition evening (incorporating a Volunteer Investment Programme Seminar) was hosted by Merseyside Sport in February at Aintree Race Course.

A “Celebration and Recruitment” evening took place in March at the Next Generation Centre, Chorley for all young sports volunteers in Lancashire.
Greater Manchester MVs were recognised and rewarded in March at the Greater Sports Partnership’s Greater Manchester Sports Awards at Lancashire Cricket Club and at the Volunteer Investment Programme Seminar, at Unsworth Cricket Club, Bury.

For further information contact Geoff Oldfield on 01995 642338 or email goldfield@myerscough.ac.uk



#### ACTIVE COMMUNITIES ####


AWARDS FOR ALL REGIONAL FOCUS

Awards for All in the North West has recently announced its new ‘regional focus’ of priority projects and areas. The focus is intended to not only meet the national aims of Awards for All, but also respond to the particular needs of the region. If more eligible applications are received than funding allows for, preference will be given to those that meet the following priorities:

Projects which:
	Benefit disabled people

Benefit unpaid carers
Benefit black and minority ethnic communities
Help to tackle issues of deprivation and isolation in:

Allerdale
Barrow-in-Furness
Blackpool
Bolton
Bury
Carlisle
Copeland
Eden
Knowsley
Liverpool
Manchester
Oldham
Pendle
Ribble Valley
Rossendale
Salford
South Lakeland
South Ribble

For further information, contact Awards for All on 01925 626800 or see their website at http://www.awardsforall.org.uk

MONTHLY FUNDING UPDATE

The April 2003 Funding Newsletter from Sport England in the North West is available to download from the Sport England in the North West regional website - http://www.sportengland.org/northwest. For further details contact steve.bunyan@sportengland.org     
INDICES OF DEPRIVATION DELAYED

The Government has announced that the review of the ID 2000 has been delayed, and the new indices are unlikely to be published now until towards the end of the year (instead of July).  The Government has commissioned more research into how the indices can identify very small pockets of deprivation within individual wards, and has also given a commitment to include crime data.  More work is also being done on other technical aspects, including the take up of means tested benefits and the affordability of housing.

Further details from the Association of London Government http://www.alg.gov.uk/doc.asp?docId=8326

LOCAL EXERCISE ACTION PILOTS (LEAP)

The LEAP pilot projects have recently been confirmed by the Public Health Minister, Hazel Blears MP, and will go live in September 2003. The successful pilot in the North West is Ashton, Leigh and Wigan PCT.

LEAP is jointly funded by the Department of Health, the Countryside Agency and Sport England who share three key aims:
	To select and fund nine pilots. The Primary Care Trusts (PCT) will each receive around £200,000 to help fund their activities over two years;

To evaluate the pilots to find out what works well, or doesn’t work, and why;
To share the ideas and experiences amongst everyone interested in promoting activity and better health.

PCTs in neighbourhood renewal areas across the country were invited to submit expressions of interest and thirty-one were short-listed to provide more detailed proposals. The nine pilots were selected for their highly workable programmes involving a wide variety of different activities for different audiences. Activities range from residential camps for children with serious weight problems to community walking programmes for elderly people recovering from strokes. 

Ashton, Leigh and Wigan PCT now has six months to get ready to go-live with LEAP in September. A range of activities is planned for older people 50+, including a ‘Steps to Health’ exercise referral scheme, developing new activity programmes such as community dance and senior health walks, encouraging older people from ethnic minority groups to become more physically active.  
To achieve this, the PCT will work in close partnership with other local organisations including Age Concern, Wigan Council, Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS Trust and Liverpool John Moores University.

For further details contact Karen Keohane on 0161 830 4920 or email karen.keohane@sportengland.org 


NEW NATIONAL HEALTHY SCHOOL STANDARD PUBLICATIONS 

The Health Development Agency has recently produced a series of new publications on the National Healthy School Standard (NHSS). The titles include:

	NHSS Reducing health inequalities and promoting social inclusion:

www.hda.nhs.uk/documents/nhss_health_inequalities.pdf 
	How the National Healthy School Standard (NHSS) contributes to school improvement:

www.hda.nhs.uk/documents/nhss_school_improvement.pdf
	National Healthy School Standard (NHSS): Confirming healthy school

achievement:
www.hda.nhs.uk/documents/nhss_confirming_achievement.pdf

YOUTH CRIME - SUMMER PLUS EVALUATION

The research brief and report evaluating the Summer Plus scheme is now available to download. The Summer Plus Scheme was a cross-departmental approach to preventing youth crime. The scheme engaged over 10,000 young people judged to be at risk of involvement in crime, in purposeful activities over the summer of 2002.

Research brief: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/RB392.pdf
(4 pages)
Research report: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/RR392.pdf
(73 pages)

THE ACTIVE FOR LATER LIFE RESOURCE

The Active for Later Life Resource aims to help all those involved in developing physical activity programmes for older people of all ages and abilities. Produced by the British Heart Foundation, the resource includes summaries of evidence and recommendations, policy and strategic connections, as well as a series of working papers and practical guidance documents and ideas on programming physical activity opportunities for older people. It has been designed for the wide range of national and local agencies with the potential to work with older people to promote physical activity. 

A series of 12 regional one-day seminar events are planned and will be designed to disseminate the key areas of content included in the resource. In the North West the seminar is to be held on 3 June 2003 at the Wigan Waterside Conference Centre, and costs £25 for the voluntary sector, £35 for the statutory sector.

Application forms can be obtained by emailing D.R.Broom@lboro.ac.uk or visiting the BHFNC Website @ www.bhfactive.org.uk and clicking on the ‘Latest News’ page.


#### EVENTS ####

13-14 May | International Equality in Sport Conference | The Lowry Hotel, Manchester |
20 May | Sport England / SAPCA / NOF seminar 'The Design and Construction of MUGAs and STPs' | Bolton Arena, 9am  - 2pm |
14-15 June | Greater Manchester Youth Games | Bolton |
17 June | Cultural Consortium Stakeholder Group Conference | The Bridgewater Hall, Manchester 10am - 4pm |
28 June | Cumbria Youth Games | Kendal |
28 June | Lancashire Youth Games | Lancaster |
28 June | Cheshire Youth Games | Macclesfield |
12-13 July |Merseyside Youth Games | Bebington Oval, Wirral |
___________________________________________

