Cheshire County Athletic Association

Chairman’s report for 2005/06.

The County Secretary (Brian Warren) has again provided a succinct summary of the activities of the Cheshire County AA in his annual report.  There are some more general issues which I feel are worthy of comment.

Competition
When preparing the Newsletter in which I think it is important to note good performances by Cheshire clubs and athletes in “higher level” competition, I sense that the standard of athletics within the County is increasing.  We seem to be getting more success by clubs and individuals in North Western, North of England and National competitions.  This is not confined to the athletics we deal with, but also that in which the Cheshire Schools AA are involved.  This success is being noted - and it has been pleasing to record that Cheshire Schools have been invited to take part in the young athletes London Mini-marathon races as a recognition of their performances in the English Schools cross country championships in 2005.  In addition Helsby High School Boys team have been invited to represent English Schools in a European Schools cross country event in Italy in April.  I feel we can claim some contribution to the success by the schools as that is largely achieved by athletes who also belong to our clubs.  We do work with the schools, but I feel much more working together would be mutually beneficial to the development at all levels of improved performance by youngsters.  Hopefully the creation of Specialist Sports Colleges and Partnership Development Managers to provide links with sports clubs will work and provide that much needed working together.

When looking at the participation levels in the recent county cross championships it was interesting to note that we had more finishers in many of the age groups than two neighbouring counties who have much larger numbers of athletes within their boundaries.  We have a vibrant and highly competitive inter-club rivalry within Cheshire which I suspect is one reason why our championships are supported so well.
Very few counties hold a two day track and field championships on the scale we do.

All of this success could not happen without a vast input of time by volunteers.  While those who become involved with and put additional time into helping the County Association with its functions, what we do could not take place without the many others who also get involved in different ways.  The athletes in Cheshire owe you much gratitude for your involvement, enthusiasm and time.

The Future.
A subject I raised last year in my annual report.  The reorganisation is still moving forward despite some attempts by vociferous groups to derail the process.  Cheshire clubs will be part of the North West Region which it is planned will have one full time and two part time staff.  Its function will be to develop athletics in the North West in line with the England Athletics development plan.  Clubs will have a direct say in the running of the Region through an elected Regional Council.  Cheshire County AA will not make nominations to this Council - that is the function of clubs who will do so by nominating individuals and then voting on the nominees.  Government funding is in place for 4 to 5 years which should see a minimum of £200,000 per annum available in the North West for development over and above salaries and the expenses of running the Region.  After 5 years the region is likely to have to be self-sufficient financially.  The County’s future role is not clear although I suspect we will be asked to carry out some administrative functions as we do now for NoEAA.  However, in view of my comments above, I do not foresee a decrease in interest in County championship competition, despite the possibility that in other areas of life Cheshire may cease to exist!
England athletics Ltd is due to assume governance for athletics in England from 1st April this year, but there will be a transition period of at least until September before the new structure is fully operative.

Finally
I wish to thank all committee members, Officers of the Association and others for their contributions over the past 12 months.  At the AGM I will be stepping down after 3 years as Chairman.  We have had no volunteers to act as Vice-chairman during that time, so there is no obvious successor.  I sincerely hope that someone will come forward to act as Chairman and also another person for the Vice Chairman’s role.  We have an unofficial agreement that a Chairman serves 3 years maximum and hence is not in post “for ever”.

We are again indebted to the International Fun and Team Athletics Association, based in Frodsham, for their considerable assistance with “office facilities”.

John Driscoll (Chairman)
11 February 2006

